
THIRTIETH CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

Monday. I)v«t.*hf.r 13, lsir.

IN SENATE.
r Mr. Tl'RNEY presented the credentials of Mr. Bei,l, of
Tennessee, who, having been duly qualified, took his seat.

Mr. Vms appeared in hi* teat.

The VICL PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the au-

ijujI report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of
the finances.

Also, from the Treasury Department, communicating the

rejwrt from the tieueial Laud Oilice, exhibiting the operations
of that branch of the public service for the last year.

Also, Irow the I'reisury Department, a communication
shawing the amount ot I'reasury notes issued under the pro¬
visions of the act of the 28th January, 1817. From which it

appears there were issued $17,573,401)
Redeemed by the issue of t> per cent, stock in

lieu of notes surrendered 3,854 200
In payment of duties on imports 79 7^0
Now outstanding... 13,639,*500

Also, a communication from the Department of War in
obedience to a resolution of the 15th January last, containing
information in relation to the commerce and navigation of the
Western lakes and rivers, railroads, means of defence, <Scc.

Mr. BKADBL'RV presented resolutions of the Legislature
of Maine, lecommending the construction of a railroad from
Lake Michigan to the Pacific, 011 the plan of Asa Whitney.
| I.Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the following re¬

solution ;

/tesohcd, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation to

remove the obstructions to the navigation of the river Sabine .

and that the resolution of the Legislature of Louisiana, the re¬

port, and other papers 011 file in relation thereto, be referred
to the «ud committee.
,
On motion of Mr. MANCiLVf, it wu
Onlcrtil, That the Committee 011 Naval Affairs consist of

seven members during the present session.
On motion of Mr SEVIER, it was

Hrsoh ed, 1 hat the Senate do now proceed to ballot for offi¬
cers ot the body.

OFFICERS OF THE SENATE.
I lie Senators then proceeded to prepare ,thcir ballots for

Secretary ot the Senate, when the whole number given in was
H. Mr. Dieki.ns, having received 46 vote?, was declared
duly elected.
The Snnate then proceeded to ballot for Sergeant-at-Arms

and Doorkeeper. Whole number of ballots given in 49 of

, , ll,umb®r RoBtn r Bi.all, having received 37, was'de¬
clared elected. .

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Assistant Door¬
keeper. \\ hole number of ballots 50, of which number Mr

elecvJ1"1***;l' ;'lg leCeiVCd 1U v°tM, was declared duly
The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Chaplain. Whole

number of votes given in 46, of which number the Rev. Ht.\-
nr aiicLii having received 31, was declared duly elected.
. CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. MANGUM said it was generally considered that the
chairmen of the several committees had been agreed on ; and,
as he had a list before him, he would, with a view to save

time, move that they be ap(>oiutcd.
1 tie suggestion having been acquiesced in, the chairmen of

U« various committees were appointed by separate votes on
thiir several nominations.
Tha name, of the Chairmen thus selected are given fir,t in

order of Committees, as they are printed in Tuesday's pro-

ceedings.
J r

Mr. MANGl. M moved that the further consideration of the
subject 1* postponed until to-morrow 5 which motion having
been agreed to, the Senate adjourned.

.

L-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The Standing Committees, provided for by the Rules, the

appointment of which was ordered on Thursday last by reso¬

lution, were, upon the reading the Journal of this morning,
announced as follows :

r Co..i/f<*0f£leclioM.Messrs. Richard W. Thompson,
Joseph Mullin, Lucien B. Chaw, Nathaniel B.ydm, '1W
thy Jenkins, John Van Dyke, J. Dixon Roman.
Of Ways and Meant .Messrs. Samuel F. Vinton, Robt.

iooml-s, James J. McKay, Charles Hudson, Geo. S. Hous- I
ton, Lharl.s S Morehead, James Pollock, Samue! G. Hub-
oard, Henry Ntco!.

1
.Mesars. John A. Rockwell, J.,hn Croweil !

John R. Darnel, Win. Nelson, David Wilrnot, George (J I
Thomas

Ltgon, Thomas S. Flournoy, James H. j
. '"T*- NV>/':'ing,on Grin-

m , K. i . Simp *1, vf> ea Hampton, Harmon G. Thibo-
dea'ix, J«hn VNuntw rih, Dudley S. Gretorv, Archibald \t-
kinson, Kmgsb-y S Bingham.

0,1 Public LW*..Messrs. Jar >b Collamer, Alexander
H. Stephens, J. A McClernand, Garnett Duncan, Richard
Brodhead. Harvey Putnam, John Jameson, Alex. Evans,
W . K. V\ . Cobb-
On the Post Office and Pott Hoadt..Meesrs. Wm. L.

Oo^gin, James M. Hoot, Charles Brown, Daniel B St. John
John S. Phelps, Kli«ha Embree, George W. Jones, Abraham
Lincoln, DmviJ ri. KaufmiR.

tir'/ti hudnet of Columbia..Messrs. J hn G. Cha-
man, P. A. Tal .nudge, James McDowell, Washington Ba'r-
row O. B Fjeklin, Wm. Henry, Ahx. D. Sims, Thomas
O. hdwards, Benjamin B. Thurston.
On thr Judiciary..Messrs. Joseph R. Ingersoll, Georire

Ashmun John I'ettit, Nathan K Hall, John H. Lumpkin,
Jame. Uuon, JtichardFrench, John L. Taylor, Richard K.

On Revolutionary Claim*..Messrs. Daniel P. Kmc
Chester Butler, Franklin W. Bowdon, Robert L. Rose, Al-

v
Outlaw, Jonathan D. Morris, Wm. \.

Newell, E. K. Smart.

1 !'nJ'uf;lic UfP*»lUure3..MMm. Thomas L. Clingman,
John Strohm, Henry Bedinger, Artemis Hale, W. Hall

c"X^' *' * Ll Fnnklir> Clarke, H. S.

%iW-Me«w. John Gayle, J. E.
Brad>, J. IJ. Bowlin W. W. Wick, D.vij Ruuwey, jr., J
H. Harmanson, P. \\ . Torm,k.tn« n s r . \J \
Johnson.

»oropUir.s, K. fe. Cant,y, Andrew

sM^jSS
On Agriculture..Messr*. Hugh White, \. H. S! ei i.crj

Vm. Sawyer, John G. Palfrey, Sar.,;> vY HartH \V.n'
Roekh1,,f Hiram Belcher, ^Vm. Thompson, John J. Slmger'-

On Indian Affairs..Messrs. M. P. Gentrv, D M Uar-
nnger, Jacob Thompson, A. R. Mcllvaine, C.'u . Cathc t

/ll (^lu8*' L U Peek, A. Buckner, R. W. John^u'
On Military Affaire..Meaars John M. Bo , Armi-uad

Boyd, Du,h, v Marvin, W,n. T. Haskell, David Fisher.

BlaVk J*f»* JobD B Thomps n, Jam«s A.
Ba,k,J.,,n .unchard, RolK-rt M. Mr Lane, John M If..1

R '.B":" 8-

F
.Messrs. Thomas Butler King, Isaac

ZSfSiS,
bell, Amos Turk.

S.anton, L. Carnngton Ca-

Him'ard r' 'jr' I
TrQman Smith, H.-nry W

8 PeifcJ' w'.'"' fp0r* P Mir 11 B. Rhetr, J.

Duncan!^ "i"m bMr< *<*»« McChlland, Dufiel

On the Territorin..M. . (. h w -.l r, « ..

ston, Howell r.i,|, Juliu- I' l 11 r !li Cran-

niel Gott J E M01 .. \
f»me» fhompson. Da-

Peter H. Silvester, John D ? "LC"*">
Thus. S. B K'>>ek IJ, 1 ,'"nN John W. t re. dl< v,

W. Strong, Sidney l.an'n'nee" DaV'd Hirnrnj'^
*:¦ *»">¦ A ». f»'-

Thompson, \ Eckm" j"»' v
"' K" A-

On H.ad, and Canah.-M^ ^t^C I i' p
B- Holmes, Robert Smiih, Al. x'Si. trvi,'

' aw* 11'
d 'pp, tJori.elius V' arren bamud O I* 1

'*
rvn

well, Job Mann.
WilliamA.

('n I'aUrdt .Messrs. Jelin W.*F»rr»l|v Wm n nr

Sa,.1**-J- «. ¦>.»»;"lr
'"i 1'nUir Building! and (Jrnnuh w".-J-'«'^ I.

Ho?lfk'''p/^"f\J. W.

H. L W! Hi,j.
' Arlcm" Thomas J. Turner,

Murj
On the LhroTy »/ Vw>nrn>* nn tin Part of the Hon .

Messrs J*'on tj. Adams, \S (d.iim II. Pieston, Henry C.
Murphy.
The following r »mm (W in appointed at the fifst session

stand through the (;...igieKs, vi* .'

Committer, on Kxpendilurci 1,1 Ihr &laic Drpartmcnt .Messrs. D. M. Barringer, J.A111 H. (<i. /.nr, Samuel Lslim,James Dixon, Wm. Collins
On Expenddure* in the Trnnmry Department .Messrs.

Jo«eph M lloit, R. S. Donnell, A, Uirdratl, A Buckner.
W S. Fealherston.
On ExptnJiturea in the War Department-.Messrs Jno.

H Cr.-iicr, R. W Thompson, Wm. Kcnmsi, jr., D. H.
Jackson, A. Lincoln.

Oil Expenditures in the iWy Department..Messrs. P.
\V. Tompkins, Nathaniel BoyJen, in. 11. Muclay, 11. L.
Clark, Amos Tuck.

<>m Expenditures in the Post Offin Department..Messrs.
James W ii«wn, Orlando Kellogg, C. E. Stuatt, S. Lciller,
John U Thompson.
On Vxptndituret on tie Public Buildingt-.Messrs.^ E.

CarringtOQ. Cabell, James Ci. Hampton, Win. Sawyer, Elian
B. Holmes, W. A. Richardson.

(Jii Enrolled Bills..Messrs. James G. Hampton, J. L.
Robinson
The following members compose the select conunittee ap¬

pointed on Monday last to revise the rules ol the House
Messrs. C. J. Ingersoll, Truman Smith, Howell Cobb, C. 11.

Smith, 1). M Barringer, Robert McClelland, J. G. Chap¬
man, M. P. Gentry, T. Jenkins?.

OBITUARY.
A message was received from the Senate announcing the

decease of the Hon. Jabcz W. Hcxtinotox ; when.
Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, rose and

pronounced an (appropriate eulogitiraon the character ol the de¬
ceased, which he concluded by moving the usual resolutions
in respect tu his memory ; after which
The House adjourned.

Tuesday, December 14, 1817.

IN SENATE.
The full nving bills were introduced on leave, read a first

and second time by their titles, and appropriately referred :

By Mr. DIX : A bill to establish a branch of the mint of
the United >tates in the city of New Vork.
A bill concerning certain collection districts, and for other

purposes.
A bill to authorize the Secretary i f the Treasury to make

an arrangement or compromise with Mangle M. C^uackcn-
bjf, iSec.
By Mr. BREESE : A bill to rtduccand graduate the price

of the public lands, and for oth<?r purposes.
A bill for the relief of Joseph Wilson.
By Mr. DICKINSON : A bill to amend the act entitled

" An act for the regulation of seamen onboard the public and
private armed vessels of the Lnited States, ' passed 3d March,
1813.
By Mr. WESTCOTT : A bill further to carry into effect

the provisions and stipulations of the iith article of the l lorida
treuty with respect to certain losses ol Spanish subjects in
West Florida.
By Mr. BRADBURY : A joint resolution for the relief of

David Shaw anil Solomon T. Corser.

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED.
Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following resolution,

which was ordered to be printed :

Resolved, That, in organising " territorial government for
territories belonging tu the L nited Sutes, the principles ol

selt-govcrnuictit upon which our federative system rests will
lie best promoted, the tru spirit and meaning of «lie constitu¬
tion t»c observed, mid the confederacy strengthened, by leaving
all questions concerning the domestic policy therein to the
Legislatures chosen bj the people thereof.

Jientved, 'l'hat true policj requires the Government ol
the l nited States to streijjlhtn its political and commercial
Illations upon this continent, by the annexation of such con¬

tiguous territory as may conduce to that end, and can be justly
obtained ; and that, neither in such acquisition nor in the ter¬
ritorial organization ther of, can any conditions be constitu¬

tionally imposed, or'institutions be provided for or established,
inconsistent with the i ight ot the people thereof to form a tree
sovereign Stute, with tbr pdfcers ami privileges ol the origi¬
nal members of the confederacy.

Mr. CAMERON introduced the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish rach
member ot the present Senate, who has not already received
them, the same number of copies of the constitution and other
books ordered to be furnished to Senators by the resolutions
of February IS, 1847".
The introJuction of this resolution led to some debate, in

which Messrs. SEVIER, CAMERON, NILE8, CAL¬
HOUN, FOOTE, HALE, MANGUM, and others purtiei-
pa ed ; when, on motion, the resolution was referred to the
Joint Committee on the Library.

THE STANDING COMMITTEES.
The committees were adopted in ina»s by the Senate from

a list presented by Mr. SEVIER; wheti
Mr. HALE having a ked the indulgence of the Senate to

excuse him from seiving on any committees, on grounds per¬
sonal to himself as well as on the classification that haJ been
made of his name, a brief colloquy ensued, in which Messrs."
BADGER, WESTCO'JT, and HALE took part.

Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the Setnior be excused
from serving ; which motion was determined in the alhrma-
tive by yeas 17, nays l*j. .

On m tion of Mr. BREESE, it was ordered that the va¬

cancy occasioned by the withdrawal of Mr. Hale be tailed by
the Chair; which motion having been agreed to, the follow¬
ing is the official list :

On Foreign Relations Messrs. Sevier, Benton, \\ ebetcr,
Hannecan, and Mangutn.
On Finance.Messrs. Atherlon, Dickinson, Clayton, Hun¬

ter, and Phelps.
Oh Commerce.Messrs. Dix, Breese, Johnson, of Mary¬

land, Cameron, and Davis, of M ass.

On Man it/aclarcs.Messrs. Dickinson, Ashley, Upham,
But), r, and Clarke.
On Agriculture.Messrs. sturgeon, Turney, Spruance,

Alberton, and Corwin.
Oft Military Affairs.Messrs. C , Benton, Crittenden,

Davis, of Mississippi,.DiS, Badger, ai.d Rusk.
On the Militia.Messrs. Rusk, Atcfeison, Greene, Fair¬

field, and Underwood.
On Xuvul Affairs.Me-srs. Fairfield, Yoke, Miller, Bright,

Johnson, ol Maryland, Cameron, and Badger.
<>n Public Lands.Messrs. Breese, Ashley, Corwin, Felch,

and Uaderflood.
On Private Land Claim*.Messrs. Yulee, Foote, John¬

son, of Louisiana, Downs, and Berrn.:.
On Indian Affairs.Messrs. Atchison, Sevier, Phelps,

Downs, and Bell.
On CIi inis.Messrs- Mason, Westeott, Underwood, Brad¬

bury, and Baldwin.
On Htvlutionary Claims.Mea-.s. B ight, Bradbury, Up»

ham, Rusk, at d Johnson, of La.
On the Judiciary.Messrs. Ashley, Butler, Berrien, \\ est-

c >tt, and Dayton.
On the Punt Office and Post Road .Messrs. Nile*, Stur¬

geon, l'earce, Rusk, and Corwin.
On Iliads and Canals.Mtssrs. Hutmegai., Footc, Claike,

Sturgeon, and Spruance.
On f' piiom.Messrs. Johnson, of Louisiana Felch,

Phelps, Davis, of Mississippi, and Baldwin.
For the I) \trict "f Columbia.Messrs Cameron, Hunter,

Miller, 1 ote, and Greene.
On l'ui/v and the Patent Office.Me- s. Westeott, Tur-

My, lin\;4, of Massachusetts, Dickinson, uiid.Da} ton.
O/i l: ich/nent.Messrs. Turney, Douglass, Mangum,

Niles, ai.'l Clarke.
"n ' Territories.Mestts. Douglass, Bright, Clayton,

Butler, 11 ni«, of Mass. a

On ifi* Public Buildi'ss.Messrs. Hunter, Yulee, and
8prM-.ee.

On i. Wara.Messrs. Pearce, Davi-, of Mississippi,
and M ,

*
' " 1 ntnditurcg of Sennate.Messrs. Felch, Niles,

and Pear-
On in,,\ .r,t t]ie Senate adjourned.
HOI si; of representatives.

Ot» motion of Mr. B \RRINGER, Mr. At <1c«*|xe H.
StttPARn was ->wing to indi<q»o*ition) excused frotil serving
as s mem r <,! (; .nunittee on Agriculture.Mr. BOY D to aii! s:tid|| in looking over the li*t of com¬
mittees, be found lif was ippointed on two, whose duties
were important and !. >rinu<, to wit, the Committor on

Military Aflniis u ih» C.immitiee on Accounts. He thought
it w ml 1 !>. i nti ..-i >| 11 j, .-;,-m the duties incident to both,
anil he thteeforf n<ke.| tV House to excuse him from servic-
on the Committe* ,i, Ac >ut.

Flic SPE\KLR put the .estion, "Shell Mr. B <rn ti
excused i" ami it wji cl> ei<! .» Ai ttie alfirhialive.
So Mr. Born 'va« excusnll

Pi:»;<i»NAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. OiDDIMii r .fceas.d r< quested the attention of the

Hoose In art atiai-:> wh h h'»d een made on him through thr
public pte«s ('i'be/!'.«,r w:is chiirnetj bv other gentlemen )
He rose to a privilt ., question, on which he desired to make
a jH'rsoiial explar: I'l .n.

TTwiSPLAKLi'. |,1 The (Jhair will take this occasion to
state to the gentleiii.u. from Ohio and to the Hou«e, that, in
his opinion, pers"i.»l p*p|inatiofis are riot privileged ques¬
tions ; they are o;.petl* t tl:. ecurtesy of the House. 1'ii-
vileged questions stu«4 ,,n a different footing. The gentle¬
man from Ohio Ins tin i; ir.!

Mr. GIDDINGS then req i. -trd die Clerk to read an ar-
tiele which appiaie.! in the Rational Whig of Friday, De¬
cember 1«, IS4? which he to the Clerk's desk.
The Clerk read a f. .! m

*' TO TltX I HIT >11 <)| rttr. "TATfOWAI. Will'/.
" Paiitt T hk-.i itV.it.la, -Ht !(|| ¦¦irpri*cd at the course

pi«nued (t iring the l it. eli etiet, u\ Sptxk. r ol tlf House ol
Rfpres'-ntativeS by Mi - (,i Idings, Talk, Palfrey, e< idffr-
IM* omnr Tlialr nii'.ili »u . I.ll' rly obtilteaod »»> tbein.il.
ne.ss of ebolHionWm that they can m ubei see nor 1< el what is
hie to themselves or the partj *|,u-b they pi ofess to belong,
but of which they sre the mere putrid extieicences. They
must surely know thai lliey pos sj i.ritlr e tint poli'ieal stariil-
ing nor intellectual caliber tlia't wo.ibl ju.tily thein insiio-
<antlv o^»|»osiiig tin v, ill ol <.lie bniidri <1 and six men of pio-
foUftOer inti Meet, hijjber reputation, and more ardent patriot,
ism If lliey hate mi Nb ilition twist in their, brains, their
cmstitoents should sec the prnpt e tj of ki epiuv ihem at Itnme,
and ol thus preventing tbem Iron inflieting their fidly on the
11 oust:, or endangering the interests of thiir paitv by such
' fantastic tricks' as th«!Jf are apt to indulge in. These, it is
true, would be quite harmless, ami only calculated to excite
derision and contempt, it those who played thetn did not pro-

fcss to belong to a party that must regard theiu and their lol
lies with disgust. As a \\ hig, I utterly repudiate such luen
id political nuisauees."

Mr. GIDDINGS interposed, and remarked that he did not
desire the Clerk to read the residue of the article, if its read¬
ing weie not called for by others. [Several voices : "Read,
Read.]

The Clerk accordingly read the residue of the article.
Mr. GIDDINGS also desired the Clerk to read a lew lines

which appeared under the editoiial head of the same paper.
The Clkhk read as follows ;
.' We intend to prepare a full statement of the course of

those Whigs who deacrted their party on the occasion of the
election of the officers ol the House ot Representatives, and to

send two thousand copies ol* the Nutional Whig, in which it
appears, into each of the dislri&s of those gentlemen, in order
that their constituencies may be made acquainted w ith the facts
in the ease."

Mr. (riuDixus then said : This paper was put into my hands
on Saturday last, and is the first copy I have met with. It
was established in this city some six- months since, with the
avowed purpose of promoting the election of General Taylor
to the presidency. The propiietors are not made known to the
public through its columns in the ordinary manner ; but their
names are kept out of view. Common fame speaks of the
establishment as a joint-stock concern, held principally by a

political clique of this city, hut in the support of which some

members of this House are interested. Of these facts, how¬
ever, I can only speak from report. The editor does not avow

himself; though it is said that he was formerly from .New
Orleans, and more recently an appointee under the adminis¬
tration ol Mr. Tyler ; yet we have no very definite knowledge
on this point; and it appears quite evident that the owners,
the editor, and correspondents think it policy to keep hid from
the public gar.e. They appear to have formed u political cabal,
with the Quixotic intention of guiding tho Whig party in the
coming Presidential contest.

1 now call attention to the articles read at the Clerk's table.
The firit appears to have ome from an anonymous correspon¬
dent ; but it speaks familiarly of what passed in the Whig
caucus, and is by many supposed to have emanated from a

member ol this body. If such be the fact, I hope he may be
driven from his hiding place, and compelled to stand forth to
the public gaze.

It is no part of my present object to speak in explanation of
the votes which I gave at the election of Speaker and Clerk.
In the course which I then pursued I was guided solely by
the dictates of my own judgment and conscience, and am re¬

sponsible only to my constituents and to my Cod. For the
manner in which I discharged that duty I shall at all times
hold myself ready to give explanation to those whose will I
was commissioned to execute, or whenever I may deem it due
to mv own fame. Intimations have gone out that gentlemen
on this door were greatly dissatisfied with my vote. On that
point I will only say, il such be the fact, let (hem stand forth
and avow their dissatisfaction in a manner becoming American
statesmen ; and neither they nor the country shall wait long
lor an avowal of the principles on which I acted. I came
here not only to act upon all matters which shall come before
us, but to be prepared to vindicate my official acts whenever
such vindication shall he rendered proper. But, sir, I know
too well what is due to my own self-respect and to the con¬

stituency which I represent, to enter upon any explanation in
reply to such attacks as those contained in the paper just read.
I, however, will say to the House that these assaults are per¬
fectly undeistood. Their object is to browbeat members and
intimidate them from following the dictates of thoir own judg¬
ment in the discharge of official duties. It remains to be seen
how far their objects will be attained.

Certain letter-writers, also, whose communications have
appeared both in New York and Philadelphia, appear to have
acted in concert with the writers in the National Whig ; and
seem desirous of being regarded as whippers-in of the Whig
party. Although I will neither name them nor the papers in
which they appear, I will give as a specimen of their language
a short extract from one of their letters, in which the writer,
speaking of the votes of myself and my honorable friend from
Massachusetts, (Mr. Palkkj:*,) says :

" I fnrbesr fo.* the time from enlarging upon this topic as

1 would desire; but abundance of occasion will be presented
when I shall do my duty (eai-lcssly, and not hesitate to expose
those « ho have attempted to use the Whig party us the slep-
piug-stnne to political ambition, and as the cover of schemes
which no Whig should countenance or tolerate, ennie what
may. I, for one, shall not shrink from this task, as they w ill
discover before the session is over."

Others hold similar language, and I rose more for the pur-
pose of disabusing the Whig party of all participation in such
sentiments than from any personal consideration, In saying
this, it may be proper that I should say that 1 have held my
present seat in this body longer than any other Whig mem¬
ber. I also represent the strongest Whig district of the United
States. In that district I have resided, man and boy, for
nearly half a century. I grew up from a child with its ad¬
vancing settlement, and contributed in some 'humble t! sjree
to the formation of its political character. It has never lieen
represented except by Whigs ; nor has it ever wa«.

political faith. And I should poorly discharge the tru

posed in me, were I to permit that people to rest un>'.
imputation of beiug politically associated with sentimen
those alluded to. Sir, I am sure that I utter the r. !!*
every Whig iu this Hall and elsewhere, when I sav th<. <

as a party, have never used such ins'rumrntalities, or e
t y

ed such agents. And I Irus*. in Goi the day is far di.'-:it
when sentiments like these ihallbe harbored or acknowlee.. J
by a party to which I have from its formation been attache!.

Here the subject dropped. .

RULES OF THE HOUSE, &c.
. Mr ( J. IXGER30LL, from the select committee ap

pointed to revise the rules and orders of the House, by
ral consent, made a report ; which was laid on the table and
ordered t t be printed, and was made the special order of the
day fer Thursday ne*t.

Mr. 1 AM,MADGE presented the memorial of Ja ;,es

Monro#1, of the city of New York, praying to be admitted to
a seat as n member of the House of Representatives for th
thirtieth (ongress, in tbe place of David S. Jackson, the :it-
ting rnetii'x r. ReferreJ to the Committee of Elections.

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN.
Mr. P< >LLO( 'K moved that the House do now proce-i to

the election of Chaplain. Agreed to.
rhe SPEAKER announced that nominations would now

be received.
Mr. Li:i i\ nominated Rev. R.W. Cushinan, Hip'ist.
Mr. AshmC.i nominated Rev. Orvillc Dewey, Congr -a-

tiona!i*t. . *\

Mr. J. Anams nominated Rev. R. R. Gurley, Presby¬
terian.

Mr. McI.avk nominated Rev. J. N. McJikon, ProtesUnt
Episcopalian.

Mr. Stanton nominated Rev. Levi R. Reese, Methodi«t
Protestant.

Mr. Pi.ttit was cxcused from voting.
Mr, Sawtkr was also excused from voting.
Mr. Li.vin, Mr. Ash.min, and Mr. McLahk were appoint¬

ed tellers.
rhe SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to call the ro!!;

which having bet n done.
I be tellers reported that the whole number of votes given

wa» -it".' ; necessary to a choice 103 : of which.
Rev. Mr. Gurley received \
Rev. Mr. D?wcy
Rev. Mr. Cu«hman i

Rev. Mr. McJilton HO
Rev, Mr. R -ese \r,
No candidate hating received a majority of all the totes

given, there was no election.
A second ballot took place without effect, when Me- rs.
wkt nnd Ih.r.sr. having hern withdrawn, a third balk re-

nulled a> follows :

I he Rev. Mr. Gurley received |()2
The Re*., Mr. Cudiman (On

I he Rev. Mr. Gi ui.kt, havina received a majority of all
j'the votes given, wns declared duly elected Chaplain for the
prt»ent session of Congress.

HEIRS OF JOHN PAUL JONES.
A bill from the Senate for the relief of the heirs .f jo!in

.I >|,n Paul Jones was taken up and lead twice by it* tj
.<lr. POLLOCK hoped that this bill would be allowed to

p-i s through all its stages. The history of it ,|iat a,
tin last sp,-.i(tn, it was passed by a largp majority ,,l Ibis
Mouse, and by the Merialc almost unanimously, wjth'a t<ifhuu
intendment, in which this House concurred.' It was regularly
uproused and enrol!, d, but, on being carried to th l'resi-
nt's room, it was accidentally dropj»ed, and in p it ,'Vav

nle.l to receive his signature and to become a law. ..

'I .lely on meeting for the present session the Senate j'*
k up this bill and passed it almost unantmcuslv a,,,| .H

Its merits were clear, there wa«, he supposed, no"ge<jtleo)iu
'iierc who would not now give it his hearty support" These
I'us have l<ef ti l»eforc Congress for a quarter of a ccuiury
and justice required that they ah^ld n.w |., Bh,tif..,| |)y
p'. t:;e of this hill. He hoped, therefore, that the |j ,n«e
would do what justice required.put this hill on i s sJ.0
He moved a suspension of the rules for that purpoM>.

Mr. IIOWLlN siid, in the parage »f this bill t!,rou*h
the House at the last session he oj.p.med it, became |. . |, "v
e i it to he wrong ; but he should not now he mad . ,|, t.
undertake to fight against it after the two Houses had declared
iheir opinion respecting it. It should not, .(him ever, hi for* .t
<< n that one feature was found in il at the last *k»m . . j
W is amended o:i the inoti -n of Mr. l)o.iU, nnd L
iiiiei;dtncnt f000,000 w is ave<l to Uie country. O , xa,n.
mintt the writing nn error was discovered, one ol tin gr. itest
rrors that was ever attempt.*! by the legi J.iti »n of i|,H

try. It was proposed by the lull that tt.e heirs of !»,,/, |
should not only receive tin proportion due to him s^ the n.m-

"d. r in diat exjwdition, but f at they «hotl|(| be t|.,
i f all the American officers and seamen engage.l with

[A voice. It is n .t in this bill ] He d;d i,.t know
Whether it was or not '; and, ther-fore, hedesire.l that it should
go to a committee lor examination Tin. lull came to this
House ifi that condition last jear. It involved a< lari,.. ..
an.ount as #1,200,000, of which #900,000 was stripp, d from
it by one amendment. He found Uiat, contrary to eV#.rV or n-
c.ple of justice and of right, pcopk from Scotland, of whom

we knew nothing, were made the legatees of American sea¬

men and American officers who served with Paul Jones.
This Government was the residuary legatee of these officers
and seamen on the failure of others to appear ; and what pro¬
vision this bill coritaiued on this point he did not know, and,
not knowing, he asked that it might be referred and printed.
He had no intention again to contest the passage of this bill,
after the decision of the two Houses upon it, but he did desire
to see that it was passed in no other shape than thut in which
ii was when, at the close of the lust session, it was designed
for the President's signature. When he was satisfied of that
fact he should cease further to struggle against it.

Mr. POLLOCK had merely to say thut this bill was in the
precise form in which it passed the House at the last resaion.
[A voice. Let it be examined ; it won't hurt it.]
Mr. BARR1NGER voted for this bill at the last session and

should do so now ; but there was gn at force in the remarks of
the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Bowlix,) and hence he
concurred in tho propriety of the reference.

After home conversation, In which Mr. BRODHEAD, Mr.
T. B. KING, Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, and others
participated, the bill was referred to the Committee of Claims,
and was ordered to be printed.

INTERNAL COMMERCE.
Mr. VINTON moved the following resolution, in pursuance

of previous notice :

Mr. JOHN W. HOUSTON moved to amend the resolu¬
tion by adding the following proviso

Mr. HOUSTON, in a word of explanation of his amend¬
ment, was understood to say that, in his judgment, the eflfce.
of the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio would be to
separate the improvements on the acacoast from thoso on the
lakes and rivers, giving jurisdiction over the former to the
Committee on Foreign Commerce, and over the latter to the
Committee on the Commerce among the States. Such a di-
vision, he thoqght, would lead to great confusion and diffi¬
culty. The system of improvements hod always been re¬

garded ono and entire. The object of his amendment was

merely to preserve its unity. Should it prevail, he would
vote lor the resolution, otherwise he should feel constrained
to vote against it.

Mr. VINTON supposed if a committee on commerce
" among the several Slates" were created, that it would take
charge of all the subjects referred to by the gentleman from
Delaware. The committees proposed to be raised were com
mittees on the foreign trade of the country and the home-
trade, pursuing that view which was adopted in the constitu¬
tion itself. The constitution gave to Congress the power over
the trade "with foreign nations" and " among the several
States." Now, tho trade "among tho States" was as well
the trade between North Carolina and New York along the
seaboard as between Illinois and New York by the lakes. The
one was as much trade between the States as the other. The
committee proposed to be raised was, in the language of tho
constitution, a committee which should have charge of the
trade " among the several States." It would have full power
over that trade to thfc extent it was conferred by that clause of
the constitution, whether that power was greater or less ; and
this House could give ihein no more. If he supposed it was
necessary to adopt tht amendment of the gentleman from De¬
laware, he certainly skould not object to it; but he understood
that it did not add to the proposition already made, but might
be regarded as qualifyi«g and restricting it.
The resolution and amendment were again read at the re¬

quest of several gentlemen.
And pending the question, ou motion, the House adjourned.

Wednesday, December 15, 18-17.

IN SENATE. '

The VICE PRESIDBNT laid before the Senate the re¬

port of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the
operations of the same far the last year. Laid on the table,
and 1,250 additional copirs ordered to be printed.
A number of memorials and petitions were presented and

appropriately referred.
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following bills were introduced, on leave, read the first
and second time, and appropriately referred
By Mr. MILLER : A joint resolution authorizing theerec-

tion on the public grounds in the city of Washington of a mo¬
nument to George Washington.
By Mr. IIPHAM : A biil changing the places arid fixing

.the times for holding the Circuit and Dis'rict Courts in the
district of Vermont.

RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following
Hefhed, Thtt, to conquer Mexico and to hold it, either

as a province or to incorporate it in our Union, would be in- I
consistent with the ayowed object for which the war has been
prosecuted ; a departure fr. m the settled policy of the Gov¬
ernment, in conflict with its character ami genius, and, in
the end, subversive of our free and popular institutions.

Urtolved, That no line of policy in tin urtiier prosecution
or the war should be adopted which may to consequences
so disastrous.
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, it was
Rctohetl, That the Committee on Commerce Le instructed

to inquire whether any further legislation is necessary in re-

gard to navigation by steam for the p'enervation and protec-
tion of passengers.
On motion of Mr. DOWNS, of Louisiana, it was
Itemlv d, That the Committee on Military Affairs lie in¬

structed to inquire whether the interests of the service do not

require that an hospital or other additional means be provided
at New Orleans for the better accommodation of wounded, in¬
valid, and other soldiers or volunteers going to or returning
trom Mexico; and also to inquire whether any further pro¬
vision of law be necessary to provide adequate means in all
cases for the support and assistance of discharged soldier* or
volunteers on their return home; and to report by bill or
otherwise.

[Mr. DOWNS briefly alluded, in presenting the above re¬

solution, to the pressing necessity that existed for something
to be done in the premises. It was well known that a large
portion of our troops were lauded at and embarked from the
city of New Orleanx, and so great was the number of the sick
and disabled that the barracks and hospitals were found in¬
sufficient at times, for their proper accommodation. While
ho would make no sjiecilic auggtstion, he would content him¬
self with invoking the early attention of the committee to the
subject ]
On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, it wa3
Jiitahxd, That the Committee on Military Affairs lie in-

Strueted to inquire into the expediency of reviving the act of
18th January, 18.17, to provide for the payment of horse* and
other property lost or destroyed in the military service of the
United State*, as amended bv various acts, he., and applying
the provisions of the same to the volunteers who have been en¬

gaged in the military service of the Ui ited States since the
13th May, 1846, or are now or shall hereafter be in said service;
and that said committee be instructed to inquire into the pro¬
priety ofpaying the non-oOmminioned officers, musicians, and
privates for parts of rations when the United States shall fail
to tupply the same.

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Dickinsox, and pub¬
lished in the proceedings of yesterday, in relation to tho poli¬
cy of Government, camo up in their order; when

Mr. DICKINSON ro*c to say that he did not desire to call
them np at present, but should take tin opportunity to do so

some day atter the holydays, when the Senate was full.
On motion, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPUESENTATIVES.
The SPEAKER said that the fir~t subject for consideration

this morning was the amendment offered by Mr. J. W. Hurs-
to* to the resolution moved by Mr. Vi vro«r yesterday, viz. :

Retoh'cdThat the Committee on Commerce shall hereaf¬
ter be called " t!i.; Committeeon Commerce among the States,"
and shsll have charge of all questions touching the regulation
of trade among the several Slates of the Union. There shall
nls i be added to the standing committees ol the 11«mia com¬
mittee, to lie compose I of nine members, whic'< shall b'- called
"the Committee on Commerce with Foreign Nations." It
shall have charge of all que stions concerning the regulation of
the trade of the United Stutcv wi:h foreign tiatiws.

Mr. J. W. Hocstop's amendment is as follows :

Provided, That it tdiall be the duty and power of the Com¬
mittee on Commerce among the Stale* to take into considera¬
tion all such petiti mis and mailers ami things touching the ap¬
propriation of the pnl.lie muney for the improvement "I the
navigation of rivers, laki s, harbors, bav s, and inlets, litith upon
the *'aboard and in the interior, and not ol the said Committee
on Foreign Commerce.

Mr. VINTON Mid, b Tore the discussion was resumed, he
would rnoiiily his resolution by inserting after the word "ques»
tions," wtice they occui in the resolution, the words "which
may Iks referred."
The delate on the r< solution and ninendmen'. was then re¬

sumed.
Mr. RHBTT obtained the floor, and addre-sed the House.

When I ohjeetc I (said h<') to the resolution of the gentleman
from Ohio, (Mr. Vltvro*,) a few days ago, it was not with
any expectation that I could arrest a policy which I knew the
gentleman hml so much at heart. Any one who has been on
this floor fir the la«t four year* must have known the progressof things in this direction. It has !>ern certain and aemniu-
lating ; and in the last < lotigre** there were not |e*« than iWo
thirds of the members of this Itou e, c >mprohending the whole
North, with a laige poition of the West, who were in favor of;
internal improvement f could not hope, theielore, to arrest,
in hj feeble a form as the resisting of this resolution, the fear¬
ful strides of ho gigantic a policy. But my object is, that, in
the inarch of tlii* Government In ener melting on the powers
of the S ates, my course at least, as a Representative on ibis
floor, should be distinctly known.
What is iho proposition of the gentleman from Ohio > He

has moved for the establishment of u committee fust, for the
purpose of obtaining information.-as I understand, »la'i*tiral
information ; second, With a view to exrrcise power on the
Imsis ol' this Information < and, third, the action of thin com¬
mittee and the Mati-tic* to be subsidiary and in themselves
productive of a home department.

INow, fir^t, as to the statistics of the gentleman from Ohio.
Mycobeagii" (Mr. Holmks) said I need not hi alarmed ; that
riot hi iik at all was to lie done ; that whatever power this House

baa under the constitution would be exercised, and no more.
But docs not ihe gentleman know thut be and I dill'er as to
what this power is ?
Now, what bas been the course ol' the division of powers in

this House ? Does not every body know that when the fede¬
ral party have had the majority in this House, and wished to
exercise powers for which they bad no warrant.to amend Ihe
constitution.the very first step has been to raise a committee >

Was it not the case in 1811), when the Committee on .Manu¬
facture* wis established ? Before that duties were laid for re¬
venue. It is true, incidentally, it was admitted, they might
look to the protection of manufactuies. This was in 181'J.
The tarill'of 1816 was a tariiV of reductions from the war du-
ties which were lirst imposed under IT. The lir^ reduction
was to come in 1819. The Federal party came in, and in¬
sisted upon duties without reference to revenue ; and they got
litem. That is the history of the Committee on Manufactures.
What has been the history of the Committee on Roads and

Canals * This committee was established in 1824. In 1824
internal improvements had become very rife. The first thing
was that a Committee on Koads and Canals was moved here,
and it was established. Although the proposition to give this
Government power over roads and canals was distinctly sub¬
mitted in the convention and rejected, that was no impediment
at all to the establishment of that committee. Now, the same
tiling is to be done in this case. We have heard of a huge
convention which met at Chicago during the laet summer, in
which men of all parties, Federalists and Democrats, met and
determined, under the auspices of Mr. Webster, that this
Government is omnipotentover all things within the whole limits
of this Union ; and I take it that this is nothing more than an
elllorescence, a production of the Chicago Convention.just
as the tariff of 1824 was an elHorescence of the Pittsburg Con¬
vention ; and its friends have come now to ask for a new com¬
mittee to give power and eflect to this system.

1 will now take up the purposes of the gentleman from
Ohio the objects for which he wants this committee. First,
for information. Well, have we no information * The Gov¬
ernment of the United States has already provided, first, for
the registry of all foreign tonnage; second, for the registry
of all tonnage among the States over twenty tons ; and, third,
for the license of all tonnage under twonty tons.and, ac¬

cordingly, we had the annual report on tonnage and naviga¬
tion laid on your table a few days ago. The commerce of
Chicago, F.rie, Louisville, Cincinnati, of every town, shines
there, is laid down there.

.Well what more does the gentleman want ? He intimated
lhat this' department might get together the statistics of the
commerce within the States. Mark you, the constitution
does not fay commerce within the States, but it is only
<< among" the States ; in other words, the foreign commerce
of the States with the other States. That is the commerce
alone which this Government has any control over by virtue
of this clause of the constitution. Will that answer the pur¬
pose of the gentleman from Ohio > No , he wants statistical
information concerning the productions of the State how
many barrels of flour, how many chickens, how many bushels
of corn art raised.like the orders which were given out at
the taking the last census. Now, according to my views,
there is no such power in the General Government. The
treat principle and spirit of the constitution is, that whatever
the States are competent to do the States shall do ; and what
the States cannot do the Geneial Government shall do, though
under the express specifications of the constitution. INow,
will any man tell mo the States are not able to take account
of their own productions ' Certainly no man in Massachu¬
setts ; for the other day 1 had sent to me from some one there
a most minute report, showing all the productions of Massa¬
chusetts, from a hob-nail to a steam engine. Now, docs the
State of Massachusetts want this Government to do what they
are doing themselves 1 To send spies and inquisitors to every
house in the Union to find out what they do every year, how
much grain they produce, ahd how many pigs and chickens
they raise > Those were the orders issued by Mr. \\ ebstcr,
carrving out the principle of the Chicago Convention, of the
omnipotence of this Government in taking the last census.
And what was the result ? A portion of the people of the
South.of Virginia, South Caiolina, and other States.
deemed it an outrage and treated the marshal with contempt,
telling him " get you down al>out your own business." They
held that the con-titution authorized, in taking the census, to
ascertain the number of citizens and of persons on whom the
three-fifths representation is based, and that tbore »us no au¬

thority for going down into these domestic matters, which be¬
long to the States. And this view was espoused, and
ably, in an eloquent article by a distinguished W hig.the
late Mr. Pleasants, of.Richmond.who told the people to
take no notice of the marshals. I repeat, that, in my judg-
merit, the constitution gives to the General Government no
such power.all the power is over foreign commerce among
the States; that which goes out of one State and enters into

Well, now, as to the other object of the gentleman. That
is developed in the amendment made by the gentleman from
Ohio. It is the power of this Government. I he gentleman
is not a mere philosopher.a mere caterer for statistics. His
oi,u ct is to extend the power of this Government; to add a
new clause to the constitution, whereby the General Govern-
rnent may exercise control over the commerce within the
States as well as without.absolutely within the States thern-

This system of harbor improvement by the General Gov¬
ernment, that has sprung up so lately, is, in feet, the most
pertinacious, and, if I may so speak, the most impinging ofm-
Jerents The rivers have been very well content hitherto with
clearing out a few snags, but the harbors are very pertinacious.
I will not now go into a very extended argument on the sub¬
ject of internal improvements, but I shall endeavor to show
that this harbor interest is in itself unauthorized by the consti-
tuiion, or rather that it is authorized by the constitution, but
not in the mode in which gentlemen who have hitherto advo-
rated the interest have endeavored to establish. As I have
before sar-\ the fundamental principle of the constitution is,
that whatever the States are competent to do, they shall
perforin ; and whatever they cannot do is devolved upon the
General Government by express spu-ification. Now, I ask
any gentleman, are the States incompetent to improve their
own harbors » Will anv man say they are > Every one
knows there is not a State in this Union so poor, so mean, as
to be incapable of improving its own harbors. Why, then,
should the General Government undertake, bv assumption of
power not delegated to it, to do what the States can do for
themselves ?

.......But, to come to another principle, which is even nearer to
the point. When the constitution has laid down a mode by
which an object can be attained, it is exclusive of any other
mode. Now, the constitution ha- laid down a mode by
which this object can be attained. In the origin of this Gov-
eminent the good people of the Unit-d States were not ind.f-
fcrent to internal improvements, especially to the improve-
mcnt of baibus. The truth is, that is the only species of im¬

provements which was then thought of. Nobody then thought
of making a wngon road under the authority of the General
Government. That is a c'.aim of power which sprung up at
a later dav, and which is now put an end to. The great ob-
ject, then", was the improvement of harbors. Now, is there
no mjde provided for this ' On this point we have both doc-
trine and example in the origin ol this GovernmentI. ejhave many instances in which the States have applied tothis
Government for power to lay duties on tonnage. In 1. J2 »r

I71J3, a petition came to Congress from the inhabitants o

KfnneW.k, then in the Suite of Massachusetts, f',r 'cavc i
lay duties on tonnage, with a view to reimburse them for
money# expended in building the piers in Kennebeck river.
Congress authorised them to lay tlio-* duti<s. Many other
cases have occurred. And in I80S Hiiitimore, in the State o

Maryland, and Savannah, in the Kiate of (Jeorgia, came jsimultaneously and p>ayed Congress to authorize tliein to lay
duties on tonnage, with a view to the improvement of tlwir
harbors. Congiess passed a law to authorize these Stites to
lay duties, and they were laid ; and I have now before me a

report by Mr. Crawford, in 1822, of the whole amount raised
bv these du'ies in the city of llaltimore and the city of Sa-
vannsh.in Savannah from 1811 to 1821, and in Baltimore
from 1812 to 1821. And ever since have Iheae Slates, as I
understand, b.-en authorized by this Government to lay these
duties, with a view to k'ep their harbors in order. >iow,
these are only isolated casrs, and if I hail time I should like to
have brought forward other*, in which this Government bas
authorized the States to lay tonnage duties I know another
case in the city ol Charleston : Cnarleston lays tonnage du¬
ties, not wi h a view to ere.i and keep in re|»ir harbors, but
to support her marine hospital. These duties are now laid
thrre for thut object. Sir, the constitution d«»ea not limit the
Slates to the, objects for whirli they may lay t'linage du'ies.
They can do so for any purpose, provided the General <»ov-
.rntnent gives them leave ; and from the origin of this Gov-;
erfiment they have so applied in various cases, and there is
not an instance, I believe, in which thev have been refused.

Then, I say, here is a mode provided by the constitution, jin which the harbors of a Siate may be made and improved ;
and I maintain that this fact is conclusive that you -cannot
make and improve them in any other way. If y'»u can you give
this Government unlimited power. The grant of a power is

exclusive of other power s tiie designation of one m >«le is t ie

exclusion of nil other mode*, if this G .vcrnmcnt be one ol

limited, express grants of power. And in this is seen i n
wisdom and justice of the constitution. Tae constitution, in
all its provision-*, is the greatest exemplification of just c« o

be found on the records of nations Is not this provision rig it
What right have the people up >n l.ake Michigan to come <.

me, down in South Carolina, and ask that I should contri iu «

to put their harbors in order ' Is it not thedictata of the mo-.

common ju*ticn that ihoM- whose navigation i" to be protectei
bv ail improvement should contribute and pay for that improve
,n. nt > And what sort i f interest, on the OjheT hand, have
the people of Indiana or Kentucky with the harbor in < diaries-,
ton » Why should we call upon them to improve a harbor
which thej never saw or of which thev know nothing is

precisely the principle of the P,.st Ol!i<-e Department, which
lavs ao moderate a duty upon letters that tlmseiwho receive

the benefit of the Department sustain it. And this is a provi-
sion of the constitution eminently ju*t, eminently righte

And no* I ask, ihen, of this House, why shall we extend
the itfiwer of thin (Government over tbt« interest I h#k my
Democratic friends, who profot* to met Opon the principle of

construction to regard the rights of the Stutea, *^^*7will go with the consolidationUia Why th y
accomplish au object uncoimtitiHioiially by the c,l"r"f , .

eminent when the States themselves have th° P°we g
it ? Or do they suppose, when they want, t ey c

,

power to tliia General government, and tlia wi

of it ' Encroachment never stop*; pne encroac men

to another , and tkvro w but one way in winch you can nsiat

these successive encroachments on theSlates.that is, one by one.

If any btatesman supposea he can lor his own interest interpo¬
late one encroachment into the constitution, and that there
will be the end of it, he is acting with a gross ignorance ot
human nature. All experience proves the contrary.

Mr. Speaker, I ask gentlemen who represent sovereign anil
independent Stales hero if they are willing to come and hum¬
ble themselves to supplicate from Congress as a favor what
they can themselves accomplish as a right > I do not know
how they feel; for my part I have very seldom come to ask lor
South Carolina any favor ; I confess I always lelt humiliated
at the thought. Whether I esteem my native State more

highly than other gentlemen, or whatever may be the fact,
the idea of accepting favor from the General Government is

most humiliating. I ask the representatives of the proud
State of New York, comprising within itself two millions of
inhabitants, when you have the ability of taxing the com¬

merce which enters your harbors, not your own commerce

exclusively, but the commerce of otlier States, will you con¬
sent to come hero as mendicants and beggars ' Although my
State is small, she has too much pride for that; and it other
States will thus humble themselves, she will demonstrate that
she has too much of the spiiit of manly independence to stoop
so low.

Mr. C. B7SMITH did not understand that it was pro,
posed to exercise any power not conferred by the constitution,
as the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Rhktt) seemed
to apprehend. This was no proposal to extend the power of
this Government. Did that gentleman deny the power to

appropriate money for internal improvements ' W hy the
jiower had been exercised from the very organisation ot this
Government to this day. There had never been a Congress
convened under the constitution which had not made appro¬
priations for that purpose. The gentleman from South Caro¬
lina (Mr. Rhktt) wbb afermed by the introduction of this
resolution; but he (Mr. Smith) for one avowed himself to
be a friend to this measure ; he wished to see a committee
appointed special}* for the promotion and fostering of the great
interests to which the resolution referred, which this Govern¬
ment was bound to protect by means ot internal improvements.
He knew there was a modern distinction drawn between the
Atlantic and the internal waters; but where, he would ask,
was the authority found for such a distinction ? Before they
made appropriations were they to enter into a chemical analy¬
sis of the waters to find the amount of salt with which they
were impregnated ' Were they to establish the position that
this Government could promote no internal improvements
unless they were on the seaboard, and the waters were im¬
pregnated with salt ¦> Such a distinction was futile, absurd,
and ridiculous. It was one that never was contemplated by
the frainers of the constitution, and it was one which he
trusted this Congress would dispose of in an emphatic manner.

Mr. RHETT was understood to ask if the gentleman from
Indiana intended to represent that he drew a distinction be¬
tween fresh and salt water.

Mr. C. B. SMITH had understood the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. R.) to go beyond his associates.he had
understood that gentleman to go against all appropriations lor
internal improvements. Now, he would ask that gentleman
if lighthouses were not under the power of the Government *

Were not millions spent for buoys, breakwaters, and other
protection and facilities for foieign commerce ? Though the
gentleman from South Carolina might see fit to deny that
power, he would find, he (Mr. S.mith) presumed, but very
few on this floor that would sanction and accede to that opin¬
ion. That power was settled clearly and conclusively.so
conclusively that it could not be regarded as a subject of doubt
and controversy ; and the question now was, if they had not
the right to make appropriations for internal improvements in
our inland waters * They knew that the commerce on those
waters was extensive and valuable ; thev that the wel¬
fare of the country was intimately identified with this in¬
ternal «« w»llt uur foreign commerce. And mu9t these vast
interests be neglected 1 Must they of the Mississippi valley
see the destruction of their property on the great lakes } Must
they see the lives of their fellow-citizens sacrificed for want of
appropriations for the improvement of their waters ' Must
they, amidst all these sacriliccs and losses, when they asked
Congress to make appropriations to remove obstructions, be
told that their waters were fresh waters, and therefore no
appropriations could be made ? It must be within the know¬
ledge of every gentleman that appropriations have been made
for internal improvements ever since the organization of this
Government.

It was, however, equally well known that, during the last
four years, during which time he had had a st at on this flw,
Congress had made liberal appropriations for such im¬
provements, but that they had been withheld by the technical
veto of the President. Such appropriations were made by the
votes of both Whigs and Democrats, in a Congress in which
the Democrats had a majority ; but such votes and the inte¬
rests and the petitions of the people were treated with scorn
and contempt. He could bear testimony to the immense sac;
rifices of property which the West had l*en compelled to sus¬
tain, and to the immense loss of valuable lives, in consequence
of the sqneamishness of our President; because he regards
the distinction drawn between salt water *nJ fresh water im¬
provements. He (Mr. S.) undertook to assert that the power
of this Government over improvements can only find a limita¬
tion in the discretion of Congress. Gentlemen might seek to
find it elsewhere, but elsewhere it was merely imaginary. It
was a position which he held could not be controverted, that
the power to make improvements was a power to improve
any rivers, whether their waters washed the shores of one
State or a dozen j it was a power to improve any harbors,
whether they were on tho seaboard or the bikes < it was a

power which was within the sound discretion of Congress.
Congress alone could determine what appropriations to make
to protect or to facilitate our commerce, whether that com¬
merce was with "foreign nationa" or "between the States."
Congress has acted upon thia view of its powers. It did so

last year. It did so during preceding years. It made liberal
appropriations for the lakes and rivers of the West and for
Western harbors too. Did any gentleman deny the power of
Congress to improve the Mississippi river * He thought that
would hardly be called in question now. Did any gentleman
deny the power to make appropriation* for the improvement
of the Ohio river' He thought that too would be generally
conceded. If, then, that power was conceded.if we have
exercised it.he took it for granted that power would be again
exercised by this Congress ; but whether their act would be¬
come a law ho knew not. And if they were to legislate on
this subjec', was there not an evident propriety in having a
committee to examine the various proposed improvements,
that they might be guided to an enlightened decision 1 Should
they leave a vast subject like this, w hich was likely to involve
millions of dollars.a subject affecting a half or two-thirds of
the population of this Union.a subject affecting the business
of everv interns! State of this Union.should they, he asked,
allow these vast interests to find their way through this House
without a committee to consider them, to examine them, to
judge of the claims presented, and to ascertain which was the
most entitled to the support and protection of this Govern¬
ment > Why appoint a committee on the subject of public
lands ? Why appoint a committee on tha auiiject of commerce
generally ' Why appoint committees on such subjects and
not apjwint a committee on a subject like this, involving such
immense interests' Why should this great subject be left
without the protection of a committee whose province it should
be to examine its claims > Four years ago a report was inade
from n Special Committee on Rules, at the head of which he
believed was the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts,
(Mr. Anxvs,) which proposed a division of the Committee
on Commerce such as was now proposed. That report, how¬
ever, was never brought to the vote of this House, in conse¬

quence of its involving the question of slavery. 1 he appro¬
priate moment then had now arrived for establishing such
a division, and creating n committee with special relt-rence to
internal improvements. He desired to place it on that ground.
He had no desire to dodge the question. He desired to place
it fairly before the country. The question of internal improve¬
ment* is one which will command the vote of a large portion
of this Union, unless it Ik? the State of South Carolina. Ho
was not in favor of a prodigal waste of the public money ; lie
was not iri favor of expending money in improving every little
stream. No; but ho desired to acknowledge the power of
this Government to facilita'e and to protect the commerce of
this country, and he desired to see it judiciously administered.
With this view he desired to see a committee appointed whose
wisdom, and experience, and intelligence would enable them
to report such oSjects to Congress as nrc worthy of the sup¬
port of this Government.

Mr. ROOT said, when he first heard the subject mentioned
by hie colleague, (Mr. Vixto*,) he thought very favorablyof it; but, on reflection, he hud become sati--ft,d that it would
l>c inexpedient. Having, however, once changed, he might
possibly lie Induced to change his opinions aipi.i; srwl hence
he rose now to express his opinion with no very great confi¬
dence. He should regret to *eo this resolution adopted ; but
be feared the advocacy of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
C. 11. Smith) and the opposition of the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. Riiktt) made that result very proba¬
ble. [Laughter.] He c needed that a majority was in fa¬
vor of internal improvements, and it seemed to be expected
that those who wore in favor of internal improvemi nta would
lie in favor of this new committee, and tho-<e op|>osed to in¬
ternal improvements would object to it. If I"' ***" Convinced
by the argument of the goutlcmnn fiom South Carolina, he
should go against it; but he thought the best answer to that
gentleman's argument was the observation of his colleague
(Mr. Hoi.mkm) on a previous day, that the division of one
committee into two would not enlarge its powers. It had been
suggested that there was a distinction between salt and fiosh
water implement-; and now they wcro to have a salt and
a fresh water committee. [Laughter.] They were to be
" divided and conquered " That certainly wns not intended,
but he inquired if that might not be apprehended He feared


